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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 /020 W 

151050Z 075136/21 

R 150930Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
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UNCLAS ROME 9826 

E.O. 11652 N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, IT 

SUB J : ITALIAN DAY AT US PAVILION - PARIS AIR SHOW 

1 . AMEMBASSY ROME, WORKING TOGETHER WITH DIRECTOR OF MARKETING 
ACTIVITIES (DMA) FOR US EXHIBITION AT PARIS AIR SHOW, ORGANIZED 
AMBASSADOR'S RECEPTION FOR ITALIAN VIP'S IN THE AEROSPACE FIELD, 

AND WISHES TO SUBMIT ITS EVALUATION OF THIS PROMOTIONAL EVENT 

AS POSSIBLE CONTRIBUTION TO FINAL SHOW REPORT. 

2. IDEA OF ATTRACTING SUBSTANTIAL TOP-LEVEL ATTENDANCE TO US 
PAVILION IN PARIS FROM COUNTRIES SUCH AS ITALY AT GIVEN TIME ON 

A GIVEN DAY POSES SUBSTANTIAL PROMITION PROBLEMS FOR POSTS INVOL- 
VED. OUR CAMPAIGN INCLUDED - IN ADDITION TO USUAL SUPPORT FOR 
PARIS AIR SHOW - FOLLOWING ACTIONS: 

A) DEVELOPING A PRECISE VIP MAILING LIST FROM THE UNIVERSE OF 

TTAT J ANZPR OSPECTS WHO COULD BE CONSIDERED INTERESTED IN THE PARIS 
AIR SHOW; 

B) THESE VIP PROSPECTS, CONSISTING OF 175 INVITEES DEEMED OF 
SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO MERIT AN INVITATION FROM THE AMBASSADOR, 

WERE SENT A PERSONAL LETTER OF INVITATION FROM THE AMBASSADOR 

C) AS A FOLLOW-UP, TELEPHONE CALLS WERE MADE TO INVITEES WHO DID 
NOT PROMPTELY REPSPOND TO AMBASSADOR'S LETTER; D) A SEPARATE 
LIST OF SELECTED ITALIAN VIP’S WAS DEVELOPED FOR THE LUNCHEON 
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HOSTED BY ROCKWELL FOLLOWING THE AMBASSADOR'S RECEPTION; THE 
EMBASSY IN COORDINATION WITH ROCKWELL ITALIANA, SENT TELEXES 
TO THE LATTER INVITEES; E) EXTENSIVE COVERAGE WAS GIVEN TO US 
AVIATION AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE EMBASSY'S COMMERCIAL NEWSLETTER, 

AND THE GENERAL PRE-SHOW CAMPAIGN, INCLUDING BLUE-RIBBON CALLS 
BY THE DMA S OFFICE, HELPED GENERATE INTEREST IN THE U.S. 

EXHIBITION. 
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3. AS RESULT OF TARGETED EFFORT, EMBASSY RECEIVED 82 ACCEPTANCES 
TO AMBASSADOR'S RECEPTION, INCLUDING MOST LEADERS IN THE ITALIAN 
AEROSPACE INDUSTRY, MINISTRIES OF DEFENSE, TRANSPORT, AND CIVIL 
AVIATION AGENCY. VERY FEW "NO-SHOWS" AT RECEPTION ITSELF, WHICH 
INCLUDED FAMOUS NAMES IN ITALIAN AVIATION SUCH AS COUNT AUGUSTA 
(HELICOPTERS), PIAGGIO (PLANES), NORDIO (ALITALIA), GEN GIARLO 
(CHIEF OF STAFF AIR FORCE), ORTONA (AERITALIA), FORESIO (AERONAU- 
TICA MACCHI) AND BOFFETTA (FIAT AVIATION). 

4. WHILE WE REALIZE RECEPTIONS ARE FREQUENTLY CONSIDERED A PUBLIC 
RELATIONS EXERCISE, WE FEEL THAT SEVERAL IMPORTANT BENE- 
FITS FLOWED FROM THIS ONE. IT GAVE THE EMBASSY THROUGH 
SPONSORSHIP BY THE AMBASSADOR - AN UNUSUAL ENTREE AND OPPORTUNITY 
TO MIX WITH THE LEADING DECISION-MAKERS IN ITALIAN AEROSPACE 
CIRCLES. SEVERAL OF THE INVITEES COMMENTED THAT THEY CAME BECAUSE 
"THE AMBASSADOR INVITED THEM". MOREOVER, EMBERS OFTHE EMBASSY 
STAFF WHO DEAL WITH AEROSPACE MATTERS (COMSEC, ECON, AIR ATTACHE, 
OFFICE OF DEFENSE COOPERATION) HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED INVITATIONS 
TO HOMES OF HIGH-LEVEL OFFICIALS STEMMING FROM THE DAY S EVENTS. 
THUS, THE AMBASSADOR'S RECEPTION, THE LUNCH HOSTED BY W.F. 

ROCKWELL, CHAIRMAN OF ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL, FOLLOWING THE 
RECEPTION; VISITS TO U.S. MANUFACTURERS CHALTES, AND TO THE ITALIAN 
AEROSPACE INDUSTRIES EXHIBITS ALL SERVED TO IDENTIFY THE EMBASSY 
NOT ONLY WITH THE PERSONALITIES INVOLVED, BUT WITH THE EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS THAT ARE TAKING PLACE IN BOTH THE MILITARY 
AND COMMERCIAL AEROSPACE SECTORS. 

5. FINALLY, THE SETTING WAS HIGHLY FAVORABLE: OUR ITALIAN GUESTS 
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WERE DULY IMPRESSED BY THE EXCELLENT US EXHIBITION ITSELF, 

AS WELL AS BY THE COMPETENCE OF STAFF WHICH ALL CONCERNED FOUND 
HIGHLY PROFESSION.GARDNER 
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